

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
Mexico, January 29, 1937. 


Dear Captain Knox: 


I thank you very much for sending me the copy of 
the statement written on May 16, 1921 by Admiral Benson. 
This statement corresponds largely to my own recollection. 
It will aid me in the preparation of that portion of my 
autobiography covering those very difficult days in 
Paris. I think I told you that I never saw two men 
of their high standing so infuriated as Admiral Benson 
and Admiral Wemyss in that conversation. They exchanged 
such bitter comments that at one time I feared they 
would pass the bounds and have an altercatioh. But 
happily nothing worse occurred than very violent ex¬ 
pressions and violent words, and I think this was 
partly due to my seeking to calm them down, though 
doubtless they would have restrained themselves. The 
British Admiral thought that his country ought to have 
the right to build the biggest navy in the world and we 
ought to agree to it. To Benson that would have been 
treason to his own country. So you see how far apart 
they were. 

With warm regards and appreciation for your 
many kindnesses, I am. 


Sincerely yours,. 



r n '““ to, 

Captain Dudley W. Knox, ^ )Y k (3UJ j) t ^ 
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Navy Department 




Washington, D.C. 
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